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The abandonment, since the second half of the 20th century, of the economic activities of agriculture, 

livestock and the forest as well as an exodus of the inhabitants of rural areas, resulted in an increase in 

the forest mass as well as an expansion of the areas of forest. This fact has led to an increased risk of 

wildfires and an increase in their intensity and severity. An added problem has been that these forest 

masses are endangering urban areas, as in the case of the village of Capafonts, the agricultural terraces 

surrounding the village became terraces full of shrubs that in the event of fire could conduct the fire 

from the forest itself until the houses. One of the tools for the reduction of fuel in these areas close to 

inhabited areas is the prescribed fires. Since the administration, policies have also been strengthened so 

that these terraces are pastures for livestock, so the passage of goats, in this case, will keep the fuel low 

and the risk of fire will fall. The prescribed fires have been a controversial technique, because it was 

considered a very aggressive technique for the soil, and it was not known what effects they could have in 

the long term. It is seen with better eyes that the two strategies are interspersed, that is, the prescribed 

fire sequence and the passage of cattle, but there is also a lack of information on what effects this 

management sequence can have on the soil. So, this study examines the management of these terraces 

by means of the prescribed fires (2000 and 2002). After the two scheduled fires, a herd of goats began to 

graze these former terraces in 2005. The aim of the study was to analyze the state of the soil over this 

period of years up to and including 2017. A plot of 30 sampling points on one of the terraces has served 

to monitor some of the most important properties of soil quality. The data has been treated statistically 

to check if the changes are significant. The results have shown that the soil has undergone changes in the 

concentrations of the elements and in all of them there have been statistically significant changes since 

the management began with the first prescribed fire. The data have been compared with studies that 

evaluate the optimum concentrations so that the soil can satisfy the needs of pasture growth to feed the 

goats and the result after 17 years is an optimum quality for livestock use. 
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